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IRetliDli  Geoffrey  nSTe^vmstn.,  Inc. 


175  East  Delaware  Place  *    Chicago,  Illinois  60611  *  (312)787-1860 


4  January  1982 


Dear  Mark, 


Several  years  ago,  a  fine  sculptor,  Vottore 
Bocchetta,  now  living  in  Chicago,  made  bronze  castings  of 
the  Volk  life  masks  of  Lincoln  and  Douglas  and  the  life 
mask  of  Lincoln  by  Clark  Mills.  He  created  three  (3)  copies 
of  each.  (These  were  sold  bronze,  not  imitation) . 

I,  of  course,  have  the  various  accounts  of  the  Volk  Lincoln 
and  the  Clark  Mills  mask  but  can  find  nothing  on  the  Volk 
Douglas.  Bocchetta  gave  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  one 
of  the  three  bronze  castings  of  the  Douglas  in  return  for 
the  privilege  of  using  the  institution's  copy  for  his  work. 

I  intend  to  keep  one  and  will  offer  the  third  for  sale.  But  I 
am  trying  to  find  some  data  on  the  Douglas  and  so  far  have  been 
unsuccessful.   Do  your  files  reveal  anything?  Also,  do  you  have 
the  Volk  Douglas  in  plaster? 

I  sold  one  each  of  the  Volk  Lincoln  and  Mills  Lincoln  in  bronze 
and  will  will  sell  off  one  more  of  each,  retaining  a  copy  of 
each  work  for  myself. 

That  was  a  superb  and  well-deserved  review  of  The  Abraham 
Lincoln  Encyclopaedia  in  the  Sunday  Chicago  Tribune . 

Hope  you  and  Sylvia  enjoy  a  wonderful  1982. 


Sincerely, 


Dr.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr.  , 

Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
Fort   .Wayne,   Indiana   46801 


— cv 


January  12,  1932 


Mr.  Ralph  G.  Newman 
Ralph  Geoffrey  Newman,  Inc. 
175  East  Delaware  Place 
Chicago,  Illinois  6o6ll 

Dear  Ralph: 

I  could  find  little  about  the  Douglas  mask 
except  the  old  correspondence  of  Warren  with  Volk's 
heirs.  We  do  not  have  the  Volk  mask  in  any  medium 
and  would  very  much  like  to  obtain  one. 

The  jgncyclopedia  is  apparently  near  a  second 
printing.  McGraw-Hill  is  very  tight-lipped,  but 
they  did  tell  me  to  send  in  my  sheets  for  correcting 
the  typos  in  the  first  printing. 

I  have  been  reading  LaWanda  Cox's  Lincoln  and 
31ack  Freedom,  which  I  like  so  far,  and  will  soon 
tackle  McPeely's  Grant. 

Best  regards, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 

MEN/jaf  -  )      , 
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175  East  Delav/are  Place 
Chicago,  Illinois   6  0611 

19     January       1982 


Dear  Dr.  Neely: 

Ralph  thought  you  might  like  to  have  the  enclosed, 


n<u  W<^ 


{J.M^  *+  ^ 


Ftalpti  Geoffrey   Newman 


VITTORE    BOCCHETTA;    AUTHOR,     SCHOLAR,     ARTIST,     SCULPTOR 


Born,     Sassari ,     Italy,  1918 

Student ,     Ginnas io-Liceo ,     Italy     (junior    col  lege )     1929-19  38 
Graduate,     Univers.ity.~of    Florence,     Italy,  1944 

Ph.     D.,     University    of    Chicago  •  1967 

Instructor ,     Ginnasio,     Verona,     Italy,  1940-19  44 

Instructor,     Liceo    Avila,     Caracas,     Venezuela,  1956 

Instructor ,     Saint    Xavier    College  ,     Chicago ,  1960-1961 

Lecturer ,     University    of    Chicago ,  1963 

Instructor,     University    of    Indiana ,     Gary,  1965 

Instructor     (television) ,     WTTW-TV,     Chicago  1966 

Assistant    Professor ,     University    of    Chicago ,  1968-197  2 

Visiting    Professor,     Roosevelt    University,  197  8-1979 

Author    of    numerous    books ,     periodical    and    news  paper 

articles:     dictionaries  ,     literary    criticism,     art    criti- 
cism,    politics 
Creator    of    many    works    of    sculpture    which    were    exhibited 
in    eight    one-man    shows    in    Detroit,     New    York    and    Chicago 

1969-197  3 
His    work,     "Mother    Earth,"     is    in     the    Chicago    Public 

Library     Cultural     Center 
Active    in     the    anti-Fascist    movement     in     Italy    and    spent 
part    of    World    War    II    in     the    Flossenbu rg    and    Her sb ruck , 
Germany    concentration    camps. 
Moved     to    Argentina     and    worked    as    a       journalist,  1948 

Became    involved    in    ceramics    and    sculpture    in    Buenos 

Aires;     work    exhibited    at     the    Art    Academy,     Quilmes,     1952 
Moved     to    the    United    States    and    settled    in     Chicago,  19  59 

He    has    worked    in    the    lost    wax    method    for    casting    bronze 
and    all    media.     Built    his    own    factory     to    control     the    en- 
tire   development    of    his    sculptures    and    uses    an    elec- 
tronic   furnace    with    an    innovative    casting    technique    to 
execute    his    own    castings. 
Made    bronze    castings    of    Leonard    Wells     Volk's    life    masks 

of    Stephen    Arnold    Douglas    and    Abraham    Lincoln,  1978 

Made    bronze    castings    of    Clark    Mills    life    mask    of    Abraham 
Lincoln,  1978 


^ 


LEONARD    WELLS    VOLK'S    LIFE    MASK  ♦OF    STEPHEN    A,     DOUGLAS 


Volk,  Leonard  Hells 


(1328t1895) 


Born,     Wellstown     (now    Wells),    New    York,  7  November    1828 

His    father,     Garret    Volk    was    a  marble    cutter    and    farmer. 
Lived    in    a    succession    of    towns    in    western    New    York    and 

Massachusetts  . 
Graduated    from    district    school,   Lane sboro ,  Massachus sets    1844 
Taught    marble    cutting    by    his     father    and    elder    brother    in 
Pittsfield,     Massachusetts;     wandered    from    Springfield, 
Massachusetts     to    Bethany,     Batavia ,     Roches  ter ,    Albion,     and 
Buffalo,     New    York,  1845-1848 

Moved    to    Saint    Louis,    Missouri    and    opened    studio,  1848 

Made    copy    of    Joel     Tanner    Hart's    bust    of    Henry    Clay,  1848 

Returned    to    marble    cutting ,  1849-1855 

Married  Emily  Clarissa  Bar  low  •  settled  in  Galena ,  111.,  1852 
Left    for    Europe     to    study    in     London,     Paris,     Rome    and    Florence 

1855-1857 
Returned    to    Chicago,     Illinois    where    he    opened    studio,  1857 

His     first    work    was    a    life    mask    and    bust    of    Stephen    Arnold 

Douglas,     who    was    a     cousin    of    Volk's     wife.  1857 

Received    commission    for    life-size    state    of    Douglas,  1858 

Made    life    mask    of    Abraham    Lincoln,     Chicago,  Marcli     1860 

Finished  lofc-size  and  cabinet  size  busts  of  Lincoln  May  I860 
With  painter,  John  Antrobus,  opened  galley  in  Chicago ,  1862 
Founder    and    president,     Chicago    Academy    of    Design,  1867 

Created    Rock    Island    County    Soldiers'     Monument ,  1869 

Worked    on    the    Douglas    Monument ,     Chicago  ,  1861-1881 

Made    statue    of    Abraham    Lincoln,     Illinois    State    House,  1876 

Made  state  of  James  Shields  for  U.  S.  Capitol  Rotunda ,  1893 
Died,     Osceola,     Wisconson,  19    August    1895 


Life  Mask  of  Stephen  Arnold  Douglas 


Chicago,  Illinois 


1857 


Bronze  bust  made  from  the  original  plaster  bust  by  Vittore 
Bocchetta  in  1978.  One  of  three  (3)  copies.  Mounted  on  a 
marble    base . 


175  East  Delaware  Plaoe 
Criioago,  Illinois   60611 

10    December    19  8  2 


Dear  Mark, 

Because  I  find  I  must  go  to  Washington 
tomorrow,  I  thought  it  best  to  write  the 
enclosed  letter  immediately.  If  for  any 
reason  it  should  be  addressed  otherwise, 
please  advise  Margaret  April  or  Frieda 
Weisbach  and  they  will  prepare  another 
copy  which  I  can  sign  on  my  return  to 
Chicago  next  week. 


Sincerely , 


P^eul/pri  Geoffrey  Newman 


I^etliDli  Geof frey  Newman 


175  East  Delaware  Place  *    Chicago,  Illinois  60611  *  (312I787-1S60 


10  December  1982 


Dr.  Mark   E.   Neely,   Jr.,   Director 
Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  &  Museum 
Lincoln   National   Life   Foundation 
1300   South   Clinton   Street 
Fort   Wayne,   Indiana   46801 


Dear  Dr.  Neely, 

Mrs.  Newman  and  I  take  pleasure  in  donating 
to  your  institution  a  copy,  in  bronze,  of  the  life  mask  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln,  created  by  Clark  Mills.  You  will 
find  a  description  of  the  life  mask  enclosed  with  this  letter, 

For  almost  fifty  years  I  have  been  the  recipient  and  benefic- 
iary of  the  information,  research  services  and  other  consider- 
able benefits  of  your  admirable  institution.  It  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  know  your   three  directors,   Dr.  Louis   A. 
Warren,  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  and  you. 

Mrs.  Newman  and  I  have  visited  your  library  and  museum  and 
have  enjoyed  your  hospitality  and  friendship. 

We  hope  this  gift  will  give  you  some  indication  of  our  deep 
affection  and  appreciation  for  your  institution  and  its  per- 
sonnel. 


rgn/m 
encl : 


BRONZE    LIFE   MASK  .  OF    PRESIDENT    ABRAHAM   LINCOLN    (BEARDED),    1865 
Mills,  Clark  (1810-1883) 
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Life  Mask  of  Abraham  Lincoln  (bronze) 
Washington,     D,     C:     February,     1865 

Life  mask  in  bronze  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln.  Cast  in  plaster 
11  February  1865.  After  Clark  Mills'  death,  his  son,  Theodore 
Augustus  Mills  (1839-1916),  who  was  also  a  sculptor,  and  was  as- 
sociated with  his  father  in  the  making  of  the  Lincoln  life-mask, 
presented  plaster  copies  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  John 
Hay.  It:  is  likely  that  he  cast  the  bronze  mask,  now  in  the  Smith- 
sonian, using  his  father's  plaster  mask  as  the  model.  Presumably, 
the  original  cast  of  the  mask  (in  plaster)  is  in  the  collection 
of    Lloyd    Ostendorf    of    Dayton,     Ohio. 

Vittore  Docchetta ,  distinguished  Italian- American  sculptor,  plan- 
ned to  make  an  edition  of  one  hundred  (100)  bronze  masks  in  1973, 
but  only  cast  five  (5)  copies.  They  are  presently  in  the  collec- 
tions of  (1)  Lincoln  Mutual  Savings  Bank,  Spokane ,  Washing  ton  (2) 
Frank  J.  Williams  of  Providence ,  Rhode  Island  (3)  personal  col- 
lection of  Ralph  G.  Newman  (4)  Bocchetta's  copy;  and  (5)  the  copy 
described    herewith . 
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Decer.ber  30,  1082 


Mr.  Ralph  G.  Ilewman 
175  East  Delaware  Place 
Chicago,  Illinois  CoCll 

Dear  Ralph: 


A  thousand  apologies  for  being  so  slow  to  acknowledge 
your  generous  gift  of  a  bronze  copy  of  Clark  Mills's  life 
mask  of  Lincoln.   I  delayed  writing  until  I  found  out  the 
tax  identification  number  of  the  Foundation  (which  is 
35-60^-2099).   Then  when  I  got  it,  I  was  so  snowed  with 
work  that  I  neglected  writing  you.  At  long  last,  let  me  say 
how  grateful  we  are  for  this  extremely  handsome  mask.   It 
will  go  in  an  exhibit  case  as  soon  a3  it  is  properly  catalogued, 


And  I'm'  embarrassed  also  to  be  so  slow  to  thank  you  and 
Pat  for  shoving  Gerald  and  me  a  fine  time  in  Chicago.  Lunch 
at  the  Arts  Club  was  splendid,  as  was  our  visit  to  your  office 
and  apartment. 

This  letter  brings  with  it  best  wishes  to  you  both  for 
the  New  Year.   Your  gift  ho.s  done  much  to  make  19"2  a  great 
year  for  this  place  in  terms  of  acquisitions,  as  your  friend- 
ship and  help  have  throughout  the  history  of  this  Lincoln 
collection. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr, 
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